 St Robert’s Catholic Primary School 
Charges, Voluntary Contributions & Remissions Policy

Mission Statement – ‘Jesus in Us’

Jesus and the ‘Good News’ that He brings is the basis of our school life.

Each person in our school is unique and our intention is that they will all develop spiritually, morally, socially and academically to their full potential – with Jesus as their guide, the Holy Spirit as their inspiration and God as their loving Father. 

We are aware that under the Education Reform Act 1988 that no charge can be made for education in school hours and that every child has the right to receive free school education. Also, we believe this policy complies with the Education Act 2002. 
We recognise that all activities offered during normal teaching time must be made available to all children regardless of their parents’ ability or willingness to help meet the cost. 
We recognise the valuable contribution that the wide range of additional activities, including clubs, educational visits and residential experiences, can make towards pupils personal and social education. 
We are aware that we are able to ask for voluntary contributions from parents when organising educational visits which will enrich the curriculum and the educational experiences of children. These contributions will not generate an income or make a profit for the school. 

Voluntary Contributions 
We are aware that we can ask for voluntary contributions from parents/carers that will benefit the school or any school activity. 

We will inform parent/carers: 

· if planned activities depend on voluntary contributions for part or all of the cost; 

· that there is no obligation on them to make voluntary contributions; 

· that an educational visit or activity will be cancelled if sufficient costs are not raised via voluntary contributions; 

· that no pupil will be excluded from an educational visit or activity if a parent/carer is unwilling or unable to pay; 
The following is a list of additional activities organised by the school, which require voluntary contributions from parents. These activities are known as ‘optional extras’. This list is not exhaustive:

· visits to museums and places of educational interest;

· sporting activities which require transport expenses;

· outdoor adventure activities;

· visits to the theatre;

· school trips;

· musical events;
Contributions are voluntary. Pupils of parents/carers who are unable to contribute will not be discriminated against. However, where there are not enough voluntary contributions to make the activity possible and there is no way to make up the shortfall, then the activity will be cancelled.
Residential Visits 
As these take place mainly outside school hours, we can make a charge which is not voluntary. However, we would try to ensure no child is excluded because they are unable to afford the whole amount. Information regarding the costing is sent to parents in good time before the visit to allow time to save for the visit. Payments by instalments are also encouraged. 
Extra-Curricular Activities 
Lunchtime and after school clubs run by school are free (although clubs using consumables may incur a small charge to replenish stocks e.g. Cookery Club). After school clubs run by outside agencies will carry a charge. 
After School Club 
Attendance at after school club run by Simply out of School is chargeable. This is a private arrangement between parents/carers with Simply out of School. 
Music tuition

All children study music as part of the normal school curriculum. We do not charge for this.

There is no charge for individual or group music tuition. The peripatetic music teachers teach individual or small group lessons. We do not charge for these lessons. 

Swimming

The school organises swimming lessons for all children in Key Stage 2. These take place in school time and are part of the National Curriculum. We make no charge for this activity. We inform parents when these lessons are to take place.
Breakages, damage or loss
Subject to the school recognising that accidental damage can occur, the school will seek to recover the costs incurred as a result of any item of school property being damaged, broken or lost as a result of misbehaviour, thoughtless behaviour or carelessness. Damage to books, equipment or fabric of the building is unacceptable and offenders are expected to make good the cost of such damage. 
Remissions Policy
Those parents in receipt of state benefits may be offered assistance in paying for the trip or a longer period of instalments will be made available to enable their child to access the activity. 
Parents should talk to the Headteacher if they are finding it difficult to make any contribution.
Policy Review
As with all policies, it is the responsibility of the Governors to evaluate the effectiveness of this policy and the practice that it describes. On a day to day basis this responsibility is delegated to the Headteacher who will report back to the governing body as appropriate.This policy is a working document, and will be reviewed annually.
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